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Wind developers are always looking for a “good neighbor” if they have sights on
potential project area. Those who sign on are likely to receive some form of
compensation — but only if they agree to all the terms.

One of these proposed agreements was obtained by the OBSERVER after a public
hearing regarding the wind turbines earlier this month in Villenova. This contract was
designed for a Cherry Creek resident who is likely to be impacted by the Cassadaga
Wind LLC project.

These agreements are often given to property owners living within a half-mile of a
turbine, so not all residents in the proposed area will receive them. The contract begins
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reminding the “grantor,” owner of the propetty, that the “grantee,” wind project
developer, is putting up turbines near the grantor’s property “including, but not limited
to wind turbine generators, including associated towers, foundations and support
structures and necessary appurtenances (accessories) for the wind project.” However, it
goes on to state that “although no generating units are planned for the grantor’s
property, the grantee wishes to obtain certain rights, waivers and privileges from the
grantor, as well as from other landowners who are neighbors of the wind project, for the
benefit of the wind project.”

According to the agreement, those rights include a waiver of land-use regulations,
which state that “generating units may be closer to grantor’s residential structure(s),
commercial structure(s) or property line(s) than allowed by the regulations set forth in
any local zoning, building, subdivision or land development laws, regulations and/or
government approvals.” These stipulations include shadow flicker and noise limitations
in excess of the local government’s regulations. Also, it states further in that “at
grantee’s request, grantor shall, without demanding any consideration therefore, execute
any setback waiver, setback elimination or other document or instrument reasonably
requested by grantee.”

In exchange the grantor, or home owner will be financially compensated in the amount
of $1,500 per year starting within two months after the project breaks ground. In
addition, there is also a one-time $500 bonus if you sign the agreement within 30 days
of receipt of the contract.

Wind firm control agreements

Wouldn't you think that if there were no serious health implications, noise issues
property devaluation and real setback considerations greater than the "industry‘
standards” set up by the wind turbine developers.

You have to ask yourself this question why would they seek to control neighboring
property owners with annual cash payments for their silence and g signature on o
contract stating that they can't sue or talk negatively about wind turbines.

On Thursday, the OBSERVER published an article citing more than 100 residents of
the town of Arkwright and the villages of Cassadaga, Fredonia, Forestville, that have
filed a lawsuit in state Supreme Court in Mayville against the developers of the
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Arkwright Wind Power Project. The suit that was filed, names EDP Renewables,
Arkwright Summit Wind Farm LLC, Horizon Wind Energy LLC and several other

companies involved with the construction.

e residents, represented by Melody D. Westfall of Syracuse, are askin
. unspecified damages related to loss of property values, compen damages for
. destruction of homes and lifestyle, loss of use and enj ent of their properties,
damages for relocation costs and time spe cating, mental anguish, destruction of
| scenic countryside, physical pain and-suffering, difficulty sleeping, nuisance, trespass,
. interference with electronicsifi their homes such as satellites, telephones and
. televisions, loss of business profits, special damages for stress, anxiety, worry and
inconveg};@ne - and the effects lights and noise from the turbines have on their

properties.

No court date has been set yet, though an answer by the companies is due in either 20
or 30 days depending on how the companies are served paperwork.

 As for Villenova, a petition started by concerned citizens there garnered 106 sighatures
. in just one afternoon. Their desire is to reinstate the planning board, which was

- dissolved on Aug. 14. Also, to ask for a study of the health impacts of the 600-foot

i turbines on its residents and surrounding communities.
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Some possibly related stories:

‘Good Neighbor’ agreement may not be so good

Wind farm developer to seek $1.9M P.L.L.O.T agreement

Good neighbor contract

St. Croix County wind energy project dispute pits neighbor vs. neighbor

Bay County wind farm project divides township, turns neighbor against neighbor
Wind farm a good neighbor?

« Later Post » News Walch Home + Earlier Post »

hittps:/fwww.wind-watch.org/news/2019/09/28/wind-firms-seak-control-in-neighbor-agreement/ 12016121, 9:46 AM
Page 3 of 4



